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INTRODUCTION
This Manual has been produced to assist Officers, Senior Rates and Leading Rates of the
Nautical Training Corps in obtaining the skills and drill movements prior to successful
completion of the Colour Officers qualifying course.
Reference should also be made to this manual to determine when and where compliments
are accorded to Divisional and National Colours.
All drill movements within this Manual have been obtained from BR1834, the Royal
Naval Handbook of Ceremonial and Drill. This Manual is the only reference to be used
regarding Colour ceremonial and drill.
National Headquarters are the issuing authority. Changes and amendments with
instructions will only be issued by National Headquarters.
This is an official Corps document and is to be produced at the annual inspection of the
Division.
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COLOUR MANUAL
1. THE HISTORY OF COLOURS
The origin of the custom of carrying colours goes back to the days when a leader fixed his family badge to a pole
and held it aloft in battle for the dual purpose of indicating his position and acting as a rallying point should the
need arise. Medieval chivalry followed the same idea when armorial emblems were placed on their banners so
they could be seen above the melee of battle. Armies began to adopt a system of regimentation at the beginning of
the 17th century and each company was allocated a colour, a custom that continued in the Army for about100
years. Colours have become the symbol of the spirit of a service, regiment or corps. This is true today as ever it
was and is especially true in an organisation such as the Nautical Training Corps.
2. THE NATIONAL COLOUR
The National Colour of the Nautical Training Corps is the Union Flag. There is only one National Colour and this
is kept at National Headquarters or with the Division that wins the National Colour Competition.
Note: The National Colour may only be carried by the Colour Officer who wins first place in the National Colour
Competition.
3. THE DIVISIONAL COLOUR
Each Division may hold its own Colour and this is known as the Divisional Colour.
4. COLOUR REGULATIONS
The following requirements must be met before any Division may consider acquiring a Divisional Colour.
(a) The Division must have been in commission for a minimum of 1 year.
(b) At the first annual inspection after commissioning a Staff Officer from NHQ must assess the Division to
ensure that the standard has been achieved to accord the Colours the correct ceremonial treatment.
(c) There must be sufficient Officers to enable a Colour Officer to be appointed without depleting the number of
Officers, Senior Rates or Leading Rates required when a Division is on Parade.
(d) The Officer appointed as the Colour Officer MUST attend and successfully complete the Colour Officers
qualifying course.
(e) Approval must be obtained from NHQ after the aforementioned requirements have been met.
(f) The annual inspection must show that the Division is maintaining the standard achieved when permission was
given for the Division to acquire the Divisional Colour.
(g) Only the qualified Colour Officer may carry the Colour.
It is not permissible that any other Officer, Senior Rate or Leading Seaman may carry the Colour
If there is no qualified Colour Officer available the Colour is NOT paraded.
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5. THE DIVISIONAL COLOUR
(a) The Divisional Colour can be manufactured from any materials recommended by the supplier. Consideration
should be given to weight, cost and durability (avoid coloured dies that ‘run’ when wet.)
The Colour shall be 1219mm X 914mm (48” X 36”) of a standard design and in accordance with Corps
regulations.
A red St. Georges Cross outlined in gold on a white field. Superimposed on the centre of the cross shall be the
emblem of the Corps, the Tudor Rose. In the first quarter shall be the Ecclesiastical Cross in red and in the
fourth quarter shall be the Divisional badge. The Colour shall have a red and white fringe 25mm (1”) in width
and a red and white cord with tassels 1219mm (48”) in length. (Fig 5.1)
The Colour is carried on a staff 2100mm (84”) in length and 32-35mm (1¼ -1½ ) in diameter. For ease of
stowing this staff should be constructed in two parts joined together with a brass screwed ferrule. To reduce the
weight, a light weight material such as a carbon-fibre staff may be used. The staff shall be surmounted by a brass
finial consisting of either the Tudor Rose or plain spear.
(b) The colour shall be carried in a Colour belt hung over the left shoulder. The Colour belt shall be of a white
material (Plastic, Webbing or Leather) with a recommended width between 75mm -125mm. (3”-5”). Full
adjustment of the belt is necessary to suit various heights of Colour Officers.
Note: The bottom of the staff socket should be level with the bottom of the jacket. If however, due to the stature
of the Colour Officer, the socket may be lower than bottom of the jacket.

(FIG 5.1)
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6. DESIGN OF THE DIVISIONAL BADGE
The design of the badge for use on a Divisional Colour must be submitted to National Headquarters for approval.
Note: The design may be based on the badge of ships of the Royal Navy but the Nautical Training Corps
Crown MUST be used in the design. (Fig 6.1). The Royal Naval Crown must NOT be used.

(Fig 6.1)
7. OCCASIONS FOR PARADING THE COLOUR
The Divisional Colour may only be paraded on the following Ceremonial occasions:
(a) Founders day.
(b) St. George’s day.
(c) Trafalgar day.
(d) Remembrance day.
(e) Church parades, but only when there are sufficient numbers on parade to accord the Colours the correct
ceremonial.
(f) National Colour Contest
(g) Annual Inspection.-Paraded during the inspection Ceremony for the Inspecting Officer.
(h) On such important occasions as may from time to .time be authorised by National Headquarters or the
Regional Commander.
8. COMPOSITION OF THE COLOUR PARTY
The Colour party shall consist of:
(a) Colour Officer: Third or Fourth Officer, Chief Petty Officer, Petty Officer or Leading Seaman who have
completed and passed the Colour Officers Course.
(b) Colour Escorts: Two Senior Cadets. These should if possible be Leading Seaman of similar height. Able
Seamen may be used when Leading Seamen are not available, again of similar height. Ordinary Seamen and very
young Cadets should not be used. The additional escort for the National Colour shall be a Senior Rate.
Note: Should the Colour Officer or Escorts be members of the Divisions Band their Colour duty will take
precedence over their Band duty on all occasions where the Colour is paraded.
9. FORMATION OF THE COLOUR PARTY
The formation of the Colour Party is shown in Figs 9.1, 9.2 & 9.3. Escorts are ONE pace each side of the Colour
and the National Colour Senior rate is TWO paces behind the colour. This distance should be maintained at
both the halt and on the march.
Note:
(1) If there is a requirement for the Colour Party to about-turn, the Colour Escorts must turn towards the
Colour at all times ie: The right-hand Escort is to left about turn.
(2) Any order given by the Colour Officer to carry out a drill movement, the Colour Officer and Escorts must
move as one particularly when ordered to attention or stand at ease.
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DIVISIONAL COLOUR
( Fig 9.1)

NATIONAL COLOUR
(Fig 9.2)

DIVISIONAL COLOUR (LEADING SEAMAN)
(Fig 9.3)
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10. DRESS OF THE COLOUR PARTY

10a. COLOUR OFFICER (Fourth Officer and above)
The Colour Officer must wear the regulation Nautical Training Corps uniform plus the following:
(a) Black boots
(b) Long black patent leather gaiters
(c) White cotton gloves (not gauntlets)
(d) White Colour belt
Note: Female Officers in trousers are to dress as above.
If wearing a skirt: shoes, white cotton gloves and white Colour belt only.

10b. COLOUR OFFICER (Chief Petty Officer, Petty Officer or Leading Seaman)
The Colour Officer must wear the regulation Nautical Training Corps uniform plus the following:
(a) Black boots
(b) Short white anklets
(c) White cotton gloves (not gauntlets)
(d) White Colour belt.
Note: Female Chief Petty Officers or Petty Officers in trousers are to dress as above.
If wearing a skirt: shoes ,white cotton gloves and white Colour belt only.

10c. COLOUR ESCORTS
The Colour Escorts must wear the regulation Nautical Training Corps uniform with lanyard plus the following:
(a) Black boots
(b) White anklets
(c) White belt
(d) White cotton gloves.
Note: Female Escorts in trousers are to dress as above.
If wearing a skirt: shoes, white cotton gloves and white belt only.

10d. NATIONAL COLOUR ESCORT
The Chief Petty Officer or Petty Officer to the National Colour will wear the regulation Nautical Training Corps
Uniform plus the following:
(a) Black boots
(b) White anklets
(c) White cotton gloves
(d) White belt.
Note: Female Escorts in trousers are to dress as above.
If wearing a skirt: shoes, white cotton gloves and white belt only.
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11. POSITIONS OF THE COLOUR
The Colour is usually carried uncased and unfurled but in wet weather it may be carried furled and cased.
11.(a) THE ORDER
The Colour staff and the Colour are held with the right hand at that part of the staff where the lowest corner of the
Colour reaches. The staff is kept perpendicular with the bottom of the staff resting on the ground in line and
against the right toe. The right elbow is kept close to the body. (Fig.11.1)
11.(b) THE STAND AT EASE
As for the ORDER but with the left foot moved 300mm (12”) to the left and the left arm remaining at the side.

THE ORDER
(Fig 11.1)
Note: The Colour should not be stretched taut down the staff but allowed to hang naturally.
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11.(c) THE CARRY
The Colour and the staff are held as per the order but supported in the socket of the Colour belt. The staff shall be
perpendicular with the right hand close to and in line with the mouth with the back of the right hand facing to the
front and the elbow close to the body. (Fig 11.2)
Note: The Colour Officer must ensure the Colour belt is adjusted to the correct length in order that the staff
can be placed in the socket without over stretching the arm. See 5(b) page 2.

CARRY AT THE HALT
(Fig 11.2)
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11.(d) THE PORT
The Colour staff and Colour are held in both hands at an angle of 45 degrees across the body with the colour and
cords gathered. The top of the staff is to the left and the bottom of the staff approximately 300mm (12”) above the
ground. The right hand to be in line with the waist and the left hand in line with the left shoulder. Both elbows
kept close to the body. (Fig 11.3)

THE PORT
(Fig 11.3)
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11.(e) THE SLOPE
The Colour staff is held at an angle of 45 degrees resting on the right shoulder with the colour and cords gathered
in the right hand. The right elbow to be close to the side of the body with the forearm parallel with the ground.
The Colour is held as for the order but should hang over and cover the right shoulder and arm.
(fig 11.4)

THE SLOPE
(Fig 11.4)
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11. (f) TO LET FLY THE COLOUR ON THE MARCH
Release the Colour from the right hand and immediately seize the staff again to gain control. (Fig 11.5)
Colour escorts will move their head and eyes “right or left” as ordered with the exception of the directing flank
escort who will remain looking to the front.
Note: (a) The Colour is let fly only when saluting. Care should be taken in high winds of both the
Colour and the cords. If necessary secure the cords with the right hand.
(b) At the caution “eyes” the Colour is let fly.
11. (g) TO CATCH THE COLOUR
Seize the Colour with the left hand, transfer the Colour to the right hand and then resume the position of the carry.
Note: (a) To assist in gathering the Colour in high wind, the staff may be temporarily removed from the
Colour belt socket and brought down in front of the body.
(b) The Colour should be caught on completion of the order “eyes front”

TO LET FLY THE COLOUR
(Fig 11.5)
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11. (h) TO LOWER THE COLOUR AT THE HALT
The Colour is let fly, the staff raised just clear of the Colour belt socket and the Colour lowered. The Colour is
carried out to the right and lowered in a sweeping motion to a position in front of and in line with the right toe the
top of the staff resting on the ground and the Colour spread on the ground to the right of the staff. The staff is held
under the armpit with the back of the hand towards the ground and the right elbow close to the body. (Fig 11.6)
Note: (a) Care must be taken by the Colour Officer to look straight to the front when lowering the Colour and
NOT to follow it with the eyes.
(b) If the ground is muddy the Colour and cord must be retained in the right hand to prevent them being
soiled.
(c) Should the wind be blowing from the right the Colour is then carried out to the left and lowered with
a sweeping motion to a position in front of and in line with the right foot. On this occasion the
Colour is to be spread on the ground to the left of the staff.
(d) The lowering of the Colour should be conducted in a smooth flowing motion. Whilst there is no
official timing, this movement should ideally be carried out and completed in the cadence of six (6)
marching paces.

TO LOWER THE COLOUR AT THE HALT
(Fig 11.6)
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11. (i) TO LOWER THE COLOUR ON THE MARCH
At the caution “eyes” the Colour is let fly. At the order “right or left” the Colour is lowered in front of the body
with the staff in a horizontal position in front of the body and resting underneath the right armpit.
(Fig 11.7)
The Colour escorts will move their head and eyes ‘right or left’ as ordered, with the exception of the directing
flank escort who will remain looking to the front.
Note: The lowering of the Colour should be conducted in a smooth flowing motion. Whilst there is no official
timing for this movement it should be carried out and completed within the timing cadence of Four (4)
marching paces.

TO LOWER THE COLOUR ON THE MARCH
(Fig 11.7)

11. (j) TO CARRY THE COLOUR FROM THE LOWERED POSITION
Raise the Colour to the position of the carry with the right hand. The left hand may be used to guide the staff into
the Colour belt socket. Gather the Colour with the left hand transfer the Colour to the right hand and assume the
position of the carry.
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12. CHANGES OF COLOUR POSITION
(a) The CARRY from the ORDER.
Raise the staff with the right arm keeping it perpendicular. Move it across the front of the body at the same time
the left hand should grasp the socket on the Colour belt to guide the staff into the socket. Once the staff is located
into the socket the left hand is brought smartly down to the side. See (Figs 11.1 &11.2)
(b) The SLOPE from the CARRY
Raise the staff just clear of the socket using the left hand to control the base of the staff. Once clear of the socket,
the left hand is transferred to the upper part of the staff. The Colour is then lowered to the right shoulder. See
(Figs 11.2 & 11.4)
(c) The CARRY from the SLOPE
Raise the Colour off the shoulder with the right to a position of CARRY using the left hand to guide the base of
the staff into the socket of the Colour belt. Once the base of the staff is located within the socket the left hand is
brought smartly down to the side, See (Figs 11.4 & 11.2))
(d) The ORDER from the CARRY
Raise the staff just clear of the Colour belt socket using the left hand to control the base of the staff. Once clear,
the staff is lowered to the right of the body and at the same time the left hand is transferred to grasp the upper part
of the staff. The left hand is used to guide the staff to the position of ORDER. Once in this position the left hand
is brought smartly down to the side. See (Figs 11.2 & 11.1).
(e) The ORDER from the SLOPE
The left hand grasps the upper part of the staff and the Colour is LOWERED with the right hand. The left hand
then assists in guiding the Colour to the position of the ORDER. Once in position the left hand is brought smartly
down to the side. See (Figs 11.4 & 11.1)
(f) The PORT from the CARRY
This movement is used when presenting and receiving the Colour. The left hand is moved to the socket of the
Colour belt to aid control of the Colour as it is removed from the socket. As the Colour is brought down in front
of the body at an angle of 45 degrees, the left hand is moved to the upper part of the Colour staff. See (Figs 11.2
& 11.3)
Note :
(1) When the left hand is used to assist changes of Colour movement on the march the left arm should be
brought smartly to the side and swung to the rear after a short pause and as the left foot hits the ground.
(2) With the exception of lowering the Colour at the halt and on the march a cadence of two (2) marching
paces should be used between all movements of the Colour.
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13. RULES TO BE OBSERVED.
On all ceremonial occasions the following rules apply:
(a) The Colour is usually carried uncased and unfurled. In wet weather they may be carried furled and cased.
When cased the Colour is never held at the CARRY.
.
(b) When uncased the Colour is at all times to be saluted. These salutes are not acknowledged.
(c) The salute by lowering the Colour may be made only when a Royal Salute (National Anthem) is played or
given, when receiving or marching past HM the Queen and members of the Royal family and during the playing
of the Last Post at Remembrance Services.
Other reviewing Officers such as the Commodore, Vice and Rear Commodores are saluted by letting fly the
Colour.
(d) When at the halt the Colour is never sloped. It should either be at the CARRY or the ORDER. For inspections
it is held at the CARRY.
(e) When on the march the Colour should always be at the SLOPE except when on the review ground when it is
held at the CARRY. For Nautical Training Corps purposes the review ground is any place the Colour is paraded.
The SLOPE may be used on a long march for resting from the position of CARRY or for marching from its place
of storage.
14. COLOUR DEDICATION & RE-DEDICATION
Before a Colour can be paraded it must be dedicated. The Chaplain General of the Corps or in his absence the
Division’s Chaplain should carry out this service. The following procedure and drill is required to be carried out
by the Colour Party.
(a) The composition of the Colour Party will be as for the National Colour. See (Fig 9.2)
(b) The Colour Party will be formed up and positioned at the west end of the Church. The formation will be: The
Colour Party Chief Petty Officer /Petty Officer (not the Colour Officer) will carry the Colour CASED at the
PORT (see Fig 11.3) and flanked by the Colour escorts with the Colour Officer two (2) paces behind the Colour
Party senior rating.
(c) After the Chaplain has explained the reasons for the dedication a Fanfare will be sounded. Under the
command of the Colour Officer the Colour Party will march quick time to the Chancel step(s) and halt.
(d) After a pause of two (2) marching paces the escorts will assist the Colour senior rating/ Leading Seaman to
UNCASE the Colour. With the Colour at the position of PORT the Colour senior rating/Leading Seaman will
present the Colour to the Chaplain who will drape it across the Alter. Once draped across the Alter the Colour
Officer will order ‘OFF CAPS’. On completion the Colour Officer will then order the Colour Party to right or left
turn to allocated seats.
(e) During the singing of the last hymn the Colour Party will position themselves at the Chancel steps, with Caps
on ready to receive the Colour from the Chaplain. The Colour party will be in formation as per the National
Colour Party. As the Chaplain approaches with the Colour the Colour Officer will step forward to receive the
Colour at the position of the PORT. The Colour Officer will then come to the position of the CARRY and step
back into line with the escorts.
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(f) At the end of the hymn the bugler will sound the alert. During the singing of the National Anthem the Colour
Officer will lower the Colour in accordance with the drill movement and timings as described in 11(h) & (Fig
11.6) on page 11. On completion of the National Anthem the Colour will be brought back to the CARRY.
(g) After gathering the Colour and after a pause of two (2) marching paces the Colour Officer will order ‘ABOUT
TURN’. At the same time the Colour Party senior rating will right or left turn and march smartly to the rear taking
up a position two (2) paces behind the Colour Officer.
(h) The Colour Officer should allow time for the Colour Party senior rating to take up the new position before
giving the order to march off. Giving the order SLOW- MARCH the Colour Party will slow march to the west
end of the Church and to a position where they can be stood at ease clear of the congregation leaving.

15. COLOURS ATTENDING CHURCH SERVICES
The following procedure is drill required to be carried out by the Colour Party.
(a) The composition and formation of the Colour Party will be as for the Divisional Colour. (Figs 9.1 & 9.3)
(b) The Colour will be formed and stationed at the west end of the Church in readiness to march down the aisle.
The Colour is UNCASED and at the SLOPE. See (Fig 11.4)
(c) At the commencement of the first hymn the Colour Officer will bring the Colour to the CARRY
(Fig 11.2). On the command of the Colour Officer the Colour Party will SLOW MARCH to the Chancel step(s)
and halt at least four paces from the Chaplain.
(d) After dwelling for a pause of two (2) marching paces the Colour Officer alone takes two (2) paces forward
and brings the Colour to the PORT (Fig 11.3). The Colour is then presented to the Chaplain who places it near to
or onto the Alter. During this time the Colour Officer steps back two (2) paces inline with the Colour escorts.
(e) The Colour Officer will then order ‘OFF CAPS’.(Female personnel see note 2 below), On completion of
this order the Colour Party will right or left turn and retire to their seats.
(f) During the singing of the last hymn the Colour Party, with caps on, will return to a position to receive the
Colour from the Chaplain. As the Chaplain approaches with the Colour, the Colour Officer will step forward
two (2) paces and receive the Colour at the PORT. The Colour Officer will then come to the CARRY (Fig 11.2)
and step back into line with the escorts. The Colour Officer will then order ‘ABOUT-TURN’. After a pause of
two (2) marching paces the Colour Officer will order the Colour Party to ‘SLOW –MARCH’ back to the west
end of the Church and to a position where they can be stood at ease clear of the congregation leaving.
Note:
(1) With the exception of the pre-Dedication and the Re-Dedication of the Colour thought must be given to
low structures within the Church when at the CARRY. If there is a low structure the Colour must be
brought to the SLOPE.
(2) Only male members of the Colour Party are required to remove their caps.
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16.COLOUR(S) AT FUERALS OR MEMORIAL SERVICES
16.1 The procedure for Memorial Services shall be as section 15: Colours attending Church
Services
16.2 It is not necessary for Colour Escort(s) to be required at Funeral Services.
These instructions are derived from the Royal Naval Associations ‘Guide to Ceremonial’.
16.3 It is important that the Funeral Director is fully informed on any part being taken in the
service or procession by the Colour(s).
16.4 The Colour(s) should be draped with a piece of black crepe 2.5m (8ft) long by 330mm (13ins)
wide and tied in a bow around the base of the finial in such a manner that the span of the bow is
300mm (12ins). The ends, which should be finished to a single point, should hang half-way down
the Colour(s). In place of crepe a suitable black material may be used.
Both the Divisional Colour and National Colour may be carried if thought necessary. The National
Colour may only be carried by the winner of the National Colour Contest.
16.4 Cremation Services
The Colour Officer(s) should wait outside the entrance to the Chapel with the Funeral Director.
Senior Officers will line-up at attention each side of the Chapel entrance and on instructions from
the most Senior Officer salute the coffin as it enters. Officers will then enter the Chapel for the
service and be seated as directed.
With the Colour(s) at the Carry the Colour officer(s) will march into the Chapel in slow time in
liaison with the Funeral Director usually in front of the coffin. On arrival at the place where the
coffin will rest, a position should be chosen facing the coffin rests allowing sufficient room for the
Colour(s) to be lowered but not obscuring the view of the coffin from the congregation. The Colour
Officer(s) may stand at ease with the Colour(s) at the Order during most of the Service. Just prior
to the curtains closing around the coffin the Colour Officer(s) should come to attention, bring the
Colour(s) to the Carry and as the curtains close, lower the Colour(s). The Colour Officer(s) head
should be bowed as the finial of the staff touches the ground. On completion of the curtains closing
the Colour(s) should be brought to the Carry and on instructions of the Funeral Director leave the
Chapel. At this point the Colour(s) should be brought to the Slope and quick marched out of the
exit door.
16.5 Burial Services
The Colour Officer(s) should wait outside the entrance to the Church with the Funeral Director.
Senior Officers will line-up each side of the Church entrance and on instructions of the most Senior
Officer salute the coffin as it enters .Officers will then enter the church and be seated where
directed.
With the Colour(s) at the Carry the Officer(s) will march into the Church at slow time in liaison
with the Funeral Director usually in front of the coffin. On arrival at the place where the coffin will
rest, a position should be chosen abreast of the coffin but not obscuring the view of the coffin from
the congregation.
The Colour Officer(s) may stand at ease with the Colour(s) at the Order during most of the service.
During the last hymn the Colour Officer(s) will come to attention and bring the Colour(s) to the
Carry and on instructions from the Funeral Director leave the Church. At this point the Colour(s)
should be brought to the Slope and quick marched out of the exit door.
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If the grave is in the same grounds as the Church the Colour Officer(s) will assemble beside the
grave as directed by the Funeral Director. The Colour Officer(s) will have the Colour(s) at the
Carry. As the coffin is lowered into the grave the Colour(s) will be lowered and the Colour
Officer(s) head bowed as the finial of the staff touches the ground. Once the coffin is settled the
Colours will be returned to the Carry and on instructions of the Funeral Director the Colour
Officer(s) dismissed.
Should the grave be at a different place the Colour Officer(s) will proceed to the burial place and be
at the graveside as directed by the Funeral Director with the Colour(s) at the Carry. As the coffin
is lowered into the grave the Colour(s) will be lowered and the Colour Officer(s) head bowed as the
finial of the staff touches the ground. Once the coffin is settled the Colour(s) will be returned to the
Carry and on instructions from the Funeral Director the Colour Officer(s) dismissed.

ote:
(1) Please liaison with the Funeral Director of the Company organising the Funeral as he may require an NTC
Officer to give instructions to the Colour Officer(s). Also check with him the space available for the Officers at
the entrance to the Church or Chapel and if the curtains surrounding the coffin will be closed.
(2) The National Colour on its own shall be used for all Senior Staff Officers who are not attached to a Division.
If the deceased was the Commanding Officer or in a senior position of a Division that Divisions Colour can
.
also be carried with the permission of the current Commanding Officer.
(3) The Colour Officer should note the height of the entrance and overhead obstructions within the Church or
Chapel. If there are low obstructions the Colour must be brought to the Slope

17

A-4
2008

